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Here it is, friends! I finally finished my 2023 Riley Blake Quilt Block

Challenge Quilt. A few months late, but hey! At least it was in the same

calendar year. So that's a pretty great achievement right? As promised, in

this post I'll be sharing the instructions for assembling the quilt blocks into

a finished sampler-style quilt with an Irish-Chain-inspired layout.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT SAMPLER QUILT
BLOCKS

First of all, here is all of the information for the 16 quilt block

patterns that were included in the 2023 Riley Blake quilt block challenge.

The blocks finish at 10" x 10". (They will measure 10½" x 10½" unfinished

- or before you piece them into the quilt.)

All of these block patterns were created by different Riley Blake designers

and are hosted and offered for free on the Riley Blake website. You will

need to access those patterns here.

April Quilt Blocks here

By the same token - you can use any 10" x 10" quilt blocks to fill the

sampler block spots - including repeating the same block for every space.

So many options!

I used my 2023 fabric collection Portsmouth to make this quilt. I didn't

really have a specific plan going in, just pulling from scraps and yardage I

had on hand to make each weeks' blocks. So unfortunately I can't really

give you a specific list of fabric requirements for each block.

But it's okay to make it scrappy and make-do with whatever you have on

hand!

If you'd like to buy fabric for the variety of blocks, then I recommend

getting a Fat Quarter Bundle. Or a couple of 10" Stackers (aka Layer

Cakes) to get the variety of prints. (I still have a handful of both in my

shop. You can find a list of other retailers here.)

A Rolie Polie (aka Jelly Roll) will not not be enough as there are pieces in

many of the blocks that are wider than 2½".

You will also need 1 yard of background (white) fabric.

For my background fabric I used Riley Blake's Confetti Cotton solid in

Cloud. It's my go-to favorite warm white and coordinates best with the

Portsmouth collection.

If you are looking for the blue plaid for the outside border, there is still

some available from Missouri Star.

You can see all of my quilt blocks here and here as well as find links to the

free quilt block tutorials. There are 16 blocks in this year's challenge. As

you can see, I only used 13 blocks in my layout so if you choose to make

this version, you can choose which blocks you like best. I personally went

with the ones that felt the most traditional.

IRISH CHAIN SAMPLER QUILT PATTERN

FABRIC REQUIREMENTS FOR FINISHING THE IRISH CHAIN
SAMPLER QUILT

(These fabric requirements do NOT include the fabric for the 13 pieced

sampler blocks.)

White Background Fabric: 2¼ yards (if getting yardage to include

making the sampler blocks get 3¼ yards)

Red Gingham: ⅝ yard

Navy Star: ⅜ yard (includes 1st border)

Blue Plaid: 1 yard (2nd border)

Navy Gingham: ⅝ yard (Binding)

Backing: 4½ yards

To go with the 13 pieced blocks, this quilt requires 12 Irish Chain blocks

that also finish at 10" x 10".

Since we are making 12 identical blocks, I used strip-piecing methods to

save time and piece these blocks faster!

IRISH CHAIN BLOCK CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:

WOF = Width of Fabric

White fabric:

2 strips 6½" x WOF

6 strips 2½" x WOF

2 strips 4½" x WOF

4 strips 10½" x WOF

Red Gingham fabric:

8 strips 2½" x WOF

Navy Star Fabric:

1 strips 2½" x WOF

Red Star Fabric:

3 strips 2½" x WOF

STRIP-PIECING INSTRUCTIONS

Go here to learn about or review Strip-Piecing techniques.

Strip-set A (make 2):

Sew a Red Gingham 2½" x WOF strip to the top and bottom of a White 6½"

strip. Press seams toward the Red Gingham.

Cut strip-sets into 24 units 2½" wide.

Strip-set B (make 2):

Sew 2 Red Gingham 2½" x WOF strips in between 3 White 2½" strips. Press

seams toward the Red Gingham strips.

Cut strip-sets into 24 units 2½" wide.

Strip-set C (make 1):

Sew 1 Navy Star 2½" x WOF strip in between 2 White 4½" x WOF strips.

Press seams toward the Navy star strip.

Cut strip-set into 12 units 2½" wide.

BLOCK ASSEMBLY

Use diagram below to layout 5 strip-set units to be sewn together into 1

quilt blocks.

Press seams away from Strip-set B.

Repeat to make 12 10" x 10" (10½" x 10½" unfinished) Irish Chain Quilt

Blocks.

QUILT ASSEMBLY

Fabric Requirements:

From 4 White 10½" x WOF strips, cut 60 sashing strips 2½" x 10½".

From 3 Red Star 2½" x WOF strips, cut 36 cornerstones 2½" x 2½".

1st Border: Navy Star cut 7 strips 1 ¾" x WOF

2nd Border: Blue Plaid, cut 7 strips 5" x WOF (I did scissor cut the plaid

strips to keep the plaid straight)

Binding: Navy Gingham 8 strips 2½" x WOF

Use diagram below to lay out and sew together 5 block rows alternating 5

10½" x 10½" blocks with 6 sashing strips. Press seams toward the sashing

strips.

Sew 6 Sashing rows together alternating 6 red 2½" x 2½" cornerstones

with 5 white 2½" x 10½" sashing strips. Press seams toward the sashing

strips.

Sew rows together alternating 6 Sashing rows with 5 Block rows. Press

seams toward the sashing strips.

As you can see in this diagram I only have one repeating star block instead

just to keep this simple. But you can obviously replace those star blocks

with any 10" x 10" block.

FINISHING THE QUILT

Use your preferred method for adding two outside borders to the quilt. This

is my favorite short-cut method for adding perfect borders.

Backing: cut yardage into 2 pieces 81" x WOF. Trim a selvage edge off one

side of each 81" piece and sew together along cut edges. This will create an

81" x 81" backing.

Go here for tips on

Choosing Batting

Basting and Quilting your layers

Go here for tips on How to Finish (or Bind) a Quilt.

This quilt was machine quilted by Melissa of Sew Shabby Quilting using the

Woven Wind pattern.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PRINTABLE PDF VERSION OF THIS
TUTORIAL YOU CAN FIND ONE HERE.

NAUTICAL-INSPIRED QUILT IN THE ROCKY
MOUNTAINS

As you can see, I took the finished quilt with us on a weekend road trip a

couple of weeks ago. It was our first visit to the Tetons in years and we

loved going back. Such an amazingly beautiful spot.

But the irony is not lost on my that I took the finished shots of this

nautical-inspired quilt in the western, rugged rocky mountains. What can I

say, I'm a sucker for a good quilt shot in great scenery!

This is a well traveled quilt. In case you missed it, I did take pictures of the

quilt top in the land of it's inspiration - the New England Seacost here.

Thanks for your patience while I got these instructions finished and ready

to share. It always takes me SO much longer than I hope to write and

polish quilt instructions. 😅

As I mentioned you can find the free printable PDF version here. If you

make one yourself, I'd love to see it! Share it on my Facebook page or tag

me on Instagram @diaryofaquilter.
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Sandra Nelsen says

This is great! Not certain I remembered you were going to do a setting

for the RB sew along blocks. Mine are sitting in a plastic art bin, as

didn't care for the provided setting. Pulled them out a few minutes ago,

and think I'll attempt to get fabric to make the Irish chain blocks and

finish my quilt. I'll put it in the queue. Thanks so much for all your hard

work. Your quilt is stunning btw. I used the solids they suggested, as

couldn't get the batiks they also suggested.

Jane Sprague says

The quilt looks just beautiful against the Tetons! Say, Amy, what is the

finished size of your quilt, please? I'm sure you included that

information somewhere, but I've definitely missed it. Thank you! --

Jane

Devonna Tabor says

Oh, Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt pattern. I have been

gathering the fabric so I would be ready when you sent out the

instructions. You are so talented and I hope my quilt turns as beautiful

as yours. The colors and the design just speaks to me. I just love it!

Thank you! . Devonna Tabor

Amy says

You're welcome, Devonna!

My name is Amy Smart and I'm a

quilter, pattern and fabric designer,

wife & mom. Excited to have you

here!
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