SHOP RESTOCKED SOLIDS HERE!
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Cats on Cats Quilt Tutorial



https://birchfabrics.com/product-category/solid-poplins/
https://birchfabrics.com/cats-on-cats-free-quilt-tutorial/
https://birchfabrics.com/home
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Above: Original Cats! painting by Jenny Ronen.

Supplies & Fabric

You will need 5 yards of 42-45" fabric for the backing.

A cutting mat, rotary cutter, and long ruler will help make cuts easy and precise. Remember to press your seams, and note the

direction in each step.

1/2 Yard of Each:



Stroke Black
Wildflowers Midnight
Miau

Cloudy Sandstone
Kitty Garden Main

Stroke Valentine

A5F
RV

Coudy Powder
Little One N
Cloudy Sky ’.“ * '

Solid Teal

Cloudy Royal * ., *

| used fabric from both Kitty Garden and Jenny Basics, along with one lone solid, Teal.

Cutting Instructions

Start by cutting your width of fabric (WOF) strips, then sub cut each strip into the the pieces described in the chart below. |

suggest starting with the largest pieces first.

You can opt to get extra fabric if you are prefer directional fabric to be directional. Personally, | like to maximize my fabric and |

am ok with the occasional sideways print. In my opinion, it adds interest.


https://birchfabrics.com/product-category/available-now/kitty-garden-jenny-ronen/
https://birchfabrics.com/product-category/available-now/jennys-basics/
https://birchfabrics.com/shop/available-now/solid-poplins/solid-teal/

CUT (2) 6.5 strips of each, then cross cut pieces A - D. From remaning fabric, but pieces E & F.

(Based on fabric that measures 44”)
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(A) 6.5x12.5"

(B) 6.5x6.5”
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(E)  3"SQ
(F) 275"SQ
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(A) 6.5x12.5" 3 3 3 3 3 Binding -
112 yord

(B) 6.5x6.5” 4 2 2 3 2

7 strips cut
©  65x4” 3 3 3 3 3 sy Adon
D)  65x3" 4 2 2 3 2 e
(E) 3"SQ 4 2 2 3 7.
(F} 275"SQ 6 6 6 6 6

44” (WOF)

//\

18”

Cutting diagram example for fabrics 1 and 7, which require the most peices.



Blocks

This quilt is made up of two blocks, faces (odd rows) and bodies (even rows). Use the instruction below to construct each

block. Before getting started, consult the full layout to keep all of your pieces organized.
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| like to chain all my ear pieces to keep everything organized. | start by layering all D pieces in order by row. | find the

coordinating F pieces, making an iron crease to mark my seam line as | go. Once my pieces are organized, | sew on the ears,

row by row, only breaking my thread to move on to the next row.

After sewing the ears (the first step from the illustration below) proceed to trimming and pressing.

Place piece D down, right side
facing up. Place (2) F pieces
right side down matching the
bottom corners. Mark a diago-
nal line as illustrated above by
ironing, or with a fabric marker,
sew along the line, carefully
beginning and ending on the
points.

Trim the bottom corners 1/4”
away from the seam.

Press seam allowance toward C
piece.

Open up and press to complete
the ears, then sew on to the
coordinating C piece.




Sew coordinating B piece to
ﬁnfs:“l Oﬁ the bll-ock. PFESS seam
toward B piece.




| also chain pieced this to keep things orderly. After all, if they are attached to one another, it makes it harder for them to

wonder off.

Again, stack each row of completed ears with coordinating faces. Sew the ears to the faces, only breaking thread to move to the

next row.

Using your A and E pieces, create the bodies for the even
rows. Lay E piece on the upper corner ofyour A piece,
being sure to reference your diagram to determine left or
right side. With your ironed crease or drawn line as your
quide, sew from corner to corner. Trim 1/4” from the
seam and press out, with seam allowances toward A
piece.

Layout & Chain Piecing

After completing your body and face blocks, You are ready to stack your columns to begin chain piecing the rows.



>
o]
(g
o
m

L

i

O

~1

Qo

‘-hf""ﬂ ‘i

Haw ! 4
T -

"

OK, now we are getting to the good stuff! Stack your completed blocks in columns, from left to right (A - E ), with row 12 as the

bottom and row 7 on the top.



Sew plece TAto 1B, DO NOI break the thread, and move on to piece ZA to ZB. Work your way down the column of seams.
Break thread after you sew piece 12A to 12B. Iron your seams alternating left to right all the way down the column. This will
make the seams lock together when you sew your rows together. To make this easy, press all odd rows to the left, and even

rows to the right.

Proceed to sew column B blocks to column C blocks in the same fashion, and as illustrated below.
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Once you are done piecing each row, your quilt top will look like the image below. The vertical dotted lines represent the
unbroken thread that chains the quilt top together. Alternate pressing your seams, left and right, as you work down each

column. This makes matching your seams easier when sewing each row together.
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Here is a peek at what my chained quilt top looks like. At this point, all that is left is to sew are the rows together. Start at the

top row and work your way down, locking the seams together as you go, allowing everything to match up perfectly. «



as you can seel)

and give it all a really good press! (mine surely needs it,

1

Snip the threads



Alas! My quilt top is complete, afternoon sun drenched and all. What is missing from this picture? A kitty of course! This IS a cat



quilt designed around cat fabric after all! Well I wont leave you hanging, here she:




Freyja is typically a great little model, who generally always wants attention, flirting wildly with her tail. Not this day! Believe it or

not, this is the best | could get before she scampered off down the hall. When you don't want them in the photo, they are all

over it, but the moment you request their modeling services, they are nowhere to be found. That's a cat for you!

Finally, we are nearing the end of the road, and quilting and binding can be done! WOOT! A BIG thank you to my friends at Los

Osos Quilting Company for doing such great work! | appreciate you so much, and for taking on extra, because | know you are


https://www.instagram.com/losososquilting/

SO busy!

Color Your Own!

| can picture so many lovely versions of this quilt! Chevron rows, mirroring kitties, you name it! To download the file to color

your own, with a key to keep track of whats what, click here.


https://birchfabrics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/CatsonCatsColorYourOwn.pdf
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Hello and thanks so much for the excitement around this new quilt pattern! It truly has been a labor of love, and | warmly

appreciate it!




| have been with Birch Fabrics for 11 years now, and have been sewing garments and quilting for even longer. | still do not
consider myself advanced or a pro, however | love creating patterns and tutorials nonetheless. | am constantly learning new
tricks of the trade to incorporate into my projects. If you get stuck, spot an error, or even have a suggestion, please don't
hesitate to reach out to me! | go through great measures to proof check my work, however, typos and errors still find their

way! Reach me at arleen@birchfabrics.com

Happy sewing! xoxo

Arleen Hillyer

SHARE THIS PAGE WITH YOUR FRIENDS!
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