
how to make a pineapple block (without paper piecing!)
Thank you all SO MUCH for your kind words about my pineapple blocks. I've been working on them
off and on for a few months and it's fun to finally share them with you! I LOVE my quilt so
far...and just like I had hoped, it keeps getting better as I add to it!
 
Here's a photo heavy tutorial for you so you can make a pineapple block (or 20!) of your very own.

Cut a 2.5" square for the center. 

Cut another 2.5" square in a contrasting color. Cut the contrasting square in half on the diagonal

once to make 2 half square triangles. Arrange the pieces as shown. 



http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-pueKH0sxXRU/VC3ACUutI1I/AAAAAAAAO6c/PGyvkwz0oV4/s1600/step%2B1.jpg


 Sew pieces together and press.

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-VtVy00UGPQs/VC3AJCPBf9I/AAAAAAAAO70/o5xwrSbmRtM/s1600/step%2B2.jpg


Trim off dog ears and cut two more triangles to add to the center piece. These will need to be
slightly larger than the first set of triangles.

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/--6_1KNBjICo/VC3AQL5urJI/AAAAAAAAO9E/Kgh1ZcNJ7eE/s1600/step%2B3.jpg


 Sew second set of triangles to center piece and press. 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1-1Zvk5EkIk/VC3ARvXxYdI/AAAAAAAAO9U/-eE_2xRfun0/s1600/step%2B4.jpg


 Trim up the piece to form a square.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-drYrkYMBylk/VC3ASEbR_EI/AAAAAAAAO9Y/AGJ8vh9RMSo/s1600/step%2B5.jpg


Cut two strips of light fabric. These strips are 1.25" wide. Varying the width of strips throughout
the block is a good idea (I used strips between 1.25" to 1.75" wide throughout)....HOWEVER....I
suggest adding the same width of strips on each round. So, all the lights added to this round
should be 1.25" wide.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Ypgv5_GEPy4/VC3ATMYn3eI/AAAAAAAAO9k/-KaPeixOPpM/s1600/step%2B6.jpg


 Sew the strips to the block and press. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-dKaKIN2MrZk/VC3AUN-9S6I/AAAAAAAAO9s/EDMP_fs3DHk/s1600/step%2B7.jpg


Add two more light strips. The width of these strips should match the width of the strips in the
previous step. (In this case, 1.25" wide.) The goal is to keep your block as square as possible.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-qZp-Mus-dNI/VC3AVPkT_EI/AAAAAAAAO94/TuKdQLsaNoE/s1600/step%2B8.jpg


 Sew and press.

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-g5Aq_j5K8Wk/VC3AVr5w2HI/AAAAAAAAO-A/RR2aO1BJmcE/s1600/step%2B9.jpg


 Trim off the triangles as shown. Use your ruler to make the cuts 90 degrees from the center
square.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-CZ4XlMNqWWQ/VC3ADJEJ2YI/AAAAAAAAO6o/tU8Soq_s-l8/s1600/step%2B10.jpg


 Discard the triangles. (Can you believe it? I actually threw them away!) 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-AMV1rRNy7WQ/VC3ADM162fI/AAAAAAAAO6k/ePN0of1YbNk/s1600/step%2B11.jpg


 The piece should look like this when it is trimmed up.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-mfF0nb-xMco/VC3ADY4OuWI/AAAAAAAAO6s/01TWftJveB0/s1600/step%2B12.jpg


Cut a round of dark strips. These are all 1.5" wide. Again, the width of the strips for each
roundshould be consistent. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-xB7hlqozuG4/VC3AEzvr1SI/AAAAAAAAO68/_I7FSuoKWxY/s1600/step%2B13.jpg


 Sew and press.

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ReRoexSz-io/VC3AFv1jWGI/AAAAAAAAO7I/4q61HWwZ0n0/s1600/step%2B14.jpg


 Trim off the triangle ends.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-j0Py1Ox5o84/VC3AFtMmwTI/AAAAAAAAO7E/H-ak_r4Cm60/s1600/step%2B15.jpg


 Do you see how the block isn't quite square?

 No worries. Just trim a sliver. That little sliver makes a big difference later on. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fEiRr9-HqmI/VC3AGK1kVFI/AAAAAAAAO7Q/mCgGM3t1k1U/s1600/step%2B16.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-5hdEhYW1jws/VC3AHX80JHI/AAAAAAAAO7g/NVLGFmytoK0/s1600/step%2B17.jpg


 Add two more light fabrics to the sides.

And two more light fabrics the to top and bottom.

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fD7pHYXxsiU/VC3AHWEnu7I/AAAAAAAAO7c/AjcdDkAMVqg/s1600/step%2B18.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-UtTCIDEA8Xg/VC3AH2cg2mI/AAAAAAAAO7k/efYrGP0SCac/s1600/step%2B19.jpg


 Trim the triangle corners once again.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-bD2o_Q6WY4M/VC3AJaEBB6I/AAAAAAAAO74/FvELRpRk9TE/s1600/step%2B20.jpg


 And add another round.

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-9VgTZ8GXnr4/VC3AJ55VlWI/AAAAAAAAO8A/K0WwPRrTg8U/s1600/step%2B21.jpg


 Sew and press. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-l62F43wHRlc/VC3AL0GoiDI/AAAAAAAAO8M/yzOtfGKyEBs/s1600/step%2B22.jpg


 Trim.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-tmqWwIMJdzw/VC3AL542rHI/AAAAAAAAO8Q/ziyOQFhZJvg/s1600/step%2B23.jpg


 Add another round.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-eG2GNx_0oa4/VC3AMBvtEHI/AAAAAAAAO8Y/P8JovE1Jgtw/s1600/step%2B24.jpg


 Trim.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-gxb0yseZ8SQ/VC3AU6aWEuI/AAAAAAAAO90/n_2sJWu-PZE/s1600/step%2B25.jpg


 Add another round, trim. You get the idea! 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-r4GJU_d59XQ/VC3ANYUVNsI/AAAAAAAAO8k/mqTDx_pAUFM/s1600/step%2B26.jpg


Once the block measures 16" from side to side and 16" from top to bottom, it's time to add the
corners.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--RULQSSbNFc/VC3AN_vBb2I/AAAAAAAAO8s/xeji488hTrg/s1600/step%2B27.jpg


Align the block on a cutting mat and measure the size of triangle needed to fill in the corner. The
measurements here were about 5 3/4", so I added 1". I cut a square 6 3/4" and cut it in half once
on the diagonal. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-InuLr7EL8Ok/VC3AO2F6PhI/AAAAAAAAO80/ZuuKffCkg24/s1600/step%2B28.jpg


 Measure and cut the triangles for the remaining two sides. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-MO_zBH6F1as/VC3APnJevAI/AAAAAAAAO88/msgNZfKVeJ0/s1600/step%2B29.jpg


Sew all the corners on and press. Trim up the block to 16" square.
 
A few things to note:
 
I varied the strips in the block from 1.25" wide to 1.75" wide. I think this adds a lot of interest to
the quilt! It is harder to predict the final size when you are "building" the block, but once you
make one or two, you will surely get the hang of it.
 
These blocks can be made any size...I started with 14" blocks but bumped up the size to 16" after
I made a few. This seems to be an ideal size for this strip width and 20 blocks will make a
perfectly sized lap quilt.
 
Keep an eye on your values (lights and darks), so the pattern emerges and is consistent
throughout.
 
These babies take TIME! I think each block takes me a few hours. (Totally worth it, though!)
 
This is my favorite...the more scraps the better!

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-U9lwPV_7Gx8/VC3ARCfEDiI/AAAAAAAAO9M/8mUq5mrzf4w/s1600/step%2B30.jpg


Here's a progress shot. I've got 9 done so far! The one in the middle right is on point. That was a
mistake, but I love what it adds to the quilt!

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-CVI_1IbJRio/VC3MXb7Gp3I/AAAAAAAAO-U/vogvJDqHDfc/s1600/9%2Bpineapple%2Bblocks.jpg

